ACT in                           S HEP PET

FLORRIE: Here's mum.
ERNIE: Oh, good evening.

MRS. MILLER: Why, Ernie, you*re quite a stranger*
ERNIE: I've had a lot of school work to do yesterday and toe
day before.

MRS. MILLER: The place 'as been ail upside-down with

Bessie and that there Cooper being 'ere.
ERNIE: A shame, I call it.

MRS. MILLER: The extra work keeps me from thinking and
that's something.

FLORRIE: It isn't out house any more.   It's a home for

waifs and strays.
ERNIE: Where's Sheppey, now?

MRS. MILLER: 'E 'ad an appointment to see the doctor at
four. I'm surprised 'e's not back. It's gone six.

FLORRIE: You never told me he was going to the doctor's,
mum.

MRS. MILLER: I thought I'd better not say anything about

it. It's not very pleasant.
ERNIE: Why, what's up?
Mas. MILLER: I'd rather not speak about it.
FLORRIE: Oh, go on, mum. We shall have to know sooner

or later.
MRS. MILLER: Well, the fact Is, Dr. Jervis is making an

examination as to the state of his mind. I didn't like the

idea myself, but 5e said 'e thought 'e ought to. It seems

so under'and somehow.

ERNIE: How do you mean?

MRS. MILLER: Well, Dr. Jervis got Sheppey up there
pretending 'e wanted to make a thorough examination of
'is 'eart. Said 'e could do it better in 'is consulting-
room, where 'e 'ad all 'is instruments, than what he could
'ere.